
APPENDIX 2

Old Thorns

Thank you Chairman for allowing this item on the agenda and giving Mr Hogan the chance to make 
his case. I believe he speaks for many people who live in the roads which are immediate neighbours 
to Old Thorns.

I am sure many members of the committee are familiar with Old Thorns which plays an important 
economic and social role in our community. And long may that continue.

You have not had a site visit for this particular application and I hope that the plans, drawings and 
photographs – particularly the aerial ones provided by Mr Hogan – will paint an accurate picture on 
what has gone on at this site since the original planning application was granted in 2010.  

If you had had a site visit, however, you would have seen that the car park you are discussing tonight 
is already in situ – built at the risk of Old Thorns in the hope that it would get permission.

Indeed, even as we were trying to negotiate a sensible compromise outcome which might have 
satisfied both hotel and neighbours, the tarmac trucks arrived, the car park was laid and the lines 
painted. A fait accompli.

I wasn’t a district councillor when the apartment block was given permission, although I do recall 
visiting the exhibition the hotel put on to show local people what was intended.

Everyone said that it was very close to the golf course and particularly the ninth fairway and green. 
Anyone who watched the Open Championship at Carnoustie last month will have seen that even the 
world’s best golfers can be very wayward off the tee and the prospect of having a golf ball whip the 
top off your boiled egg as you sat down for breakfast in your new apartment was not an appealing 
one.

So the apartment block was moved back which meant that the parking spaces originally planned for 
the building were swallowed up. You will have seen from the revised plans that at one point we 
were talking about 51 apartments with just 11 car parking spaces. Even now there are only 36.

And the danger from errant shots on the golf course has not gone away either and the ninth hole 
has had to be taken out of use and redesigned completely.

Unfortunately, the previous owner of Old Thorns had a ‘shoot first and ask questions later’ policy 
towards planning and simply chopped down the inadequately protected trees between the 
apartments and the neighbours to make space for cars.

I am hoping that under its new ownership and management, Old Thorns will pay greater regard to its 
neighbours and I am pleased to see that new trees are being planted. I would also like to make sure 
that a couple of errant parking spaces – not part of this application – which were created close to Mr 
Hogan’s boundary will be removed. I guess that will be up to the compliance team.

Members, this is all about getting the balance right. Yes we want to see Old Thorns succeed and 
thrive and be a major local employer and benefactor. But we must also preserve the rights and 
privacy of those people who live closest.


